
 

 

I just planted my pansies. With all of life turned upside down due to COVID-19, it’s good to do something that 
feels so normal, something I can count on. The plants, along with water, sunlight, and soil, know how to 
grow. Earth continues the natural cycle of new life and growth out of death with the coming of spring. And 
our life in Christ brings the message of Resurrection and new life that we can count on, even in these 
disconcerting times. 

“This time together” as mentioned in the liturgy 
takes on new significance for us. We are learning 
how to be together and be the Church in new and 
different ways. This time of challenge and change 
reminds us how interconnected all of Creation is, 
and how dependent we are on one another 
around the globe. We are reminded that we are 
not in control of all things, and we are stronger 
when we work together (even 6 feet apart). We 
are reminded of our call to care for the vulnerable 
and poor among us who suffer the most. We are 
reminded that when all around us may be fear 
and the unknown, God’s love and grace are 
constant, abiding, and filled with hope and new 
life. That is the story of the Resurrection that 
unfolds daily for us, as God’s creating power is 
ongoing for us and for our world. 

This Wednesday, April 22, is Earth Day – the 50th Anniversary. We know that God is creating new things in us 
that help us grow into the Earthkeepers we are called to be – to care for the vulnerable and poor, to 
advocate for the health of our planet and all God’s Creation, to live in ways that honor soil, land, air and all 
creatures for a healthy future for generations to come. The Psalmist reminds us, “The Earth is the Lord’s and 
all that is in it.” (Psalm 24:1) May the lessons we learn during these days of COVID-19 continue to inform us 
in our care for Creation on Earth Day and every day. 

We pray: 

“God of abundance, the land we walk on is holy ground. 
Send forth your grace to help us heal the wounds of this world. 
Open up the soil of our hearts to your word of life. 
May we be strengthened by this time together and grow into who you are creating us to be.” 
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