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Daily Summary 

June 8, 2019 

The final day of the 2019 Central States Synod Assembly opened with the fifth 

ballot in the Bishop’s election. Rev. Susan Candea, Bishop’s Associate and Director 

for Evangelical Mission and Rev. David Whetter, pastor of Salem Lutheran Church, 

Lenexa, KS were on the ballot.  Needing a simple majority to be elected, Rev. 

Candea received 223 of 354 total votes. The assembly took a few minutes to 

recognize the Bishop-Elect before moving on to the remaining business items. 

Votes were called for the budget and compensation guidelines, both passed. 

Discussion on proposed resolutions was re-opened. After hearing from the floor 

and receiving a few amendments, the remaining resolutions were passed. 

Bishop Gustafson then called for issues of conscience, allowing those in attendance with issues weighing 

on their hearts and minds, but were not part of a resolution to voice those concerns. Items brought 

forward were not discussed or debated, simply expressed before the assembly. Chris Schmidt of 

Gethsemane, St. Louis, MO shared that Thrivent Financial has invested in corporations operating private 

for-profit prisons. She encouraged those in attendance to contact their Thrivent representatives and ask 

them to divest from these corporations. Rev. Dinah Dutta drew attention to the lack of ordained women 

of color in the Central States Synod and asking the synod to continue to support her in her ministry. Rev. 

Bob Dealey, First Lutheran, Topeka, KS extended an invitation for donations to support ELCA Seminaries 

and on behalf of First Lutheran to match those donations up to $5,000 through January 31, 2020. 

Due to time constraints, Bishop Gustafson chose not to give his 

report, instead sharing it on the synod’s website. The report is 

available along with other videos from assembly at www.css-

elca.org/video-library. The activity of the assembly was suspended 

prior to closing worship and to allow Rev. Jim Strasen to conduct a 

brief Bethany Home meeting. 

Rich Melheim’s mural provided the backdrop for the closing worship 

service, and Rev. Melheim offered the sermon which began with Bishop Gustafson completing the 

project with the final brush stroke. The mural is available to travel to any congregation that would like to 

display it over the next year. 
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