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Central States Synod Assembly 2021 – Resolutions Committee 
 

Chair – Rev. Phil Vickers. First, Mission Hills, KS 

Mark Conn, Western KS Conf., Emmanuel Lutheran, Stuttgart, KS 

Ms. Connie Harris, Central, KS, Emmanuel, Hutchinson, KS 

Mr. John Heerboth, Eastern MO Conf., Christ Lutheran, Webster Grove, MO 

Rev. Emily McQuillan, Border Conference, OLFC 

Rev. Tom Wehrman, Osage Conf., St. John, Pittsburg, KS 

Staff Liaison – Rev. Dave Whetter 

 
Issues of Conscience 
 
The agenda of the Synod Assembly will allow for individuals to voice issues of conscience and concern. Each person 
speaking shall be allowed up to two minutes to address the assembly. There shall be no response to any speaker or 
discussion of any issue following the presentations.  
 
Any person who is certified as a voting member of the Synod Assembly may present an issue of conscience or concern. 

Each person desiring to voice a concern must submit the following to the Floor Manager by 10:00 a.m. on Saturday. 

This can be done via a private message using the chat feature of Zoom. 

• Name 

• Congregation 

• Contact information 

• Statement of subject matter to Floor Manager by 10:00 a.m. on Saturday committee chair by 5:00 p.m. on 
Friday, June 7, 2019 by leaving a message (with contact information) in the assembly office. 

Amending Resolutions 

During the presentation and discussion of resolutions, voting members may propose amendments. To do so, 
the voting member must send a message to the Floor Manager. The message should initiate with the term 
“amend” followed by the proposed amendment. The floor manager will alert the assembly chair who at the 
appropriate time ask the voting member to turn on their camera, unmute and present their amendment. 
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Resolution SA 21.01 

A SEASON OF GLOBAL AWARENESS 
Remembering our Companion Synods and ELCA ministries around the world 

 

Because it is vitally important for the people, the congregations, and the leadership of the Central States Synod to be 

aware that we are part of a world-wide community of faith that is called to bear one another’s burdens, share our 

unique gifts with one another, and both share and receive the unique witness to the gospel that is present in the church 

as it is embodied in the many different countries, cultures and languages around the world, the Companion Synod Team 

calls upon the Voting members of the Central States Synod Assembly to adopt the following resolution.   

 

Be it resolved that the Epiphany Season be designated as a “Season of Global Awareness” for congregations within the 

Central States Synod and that congregations intentionally lift up the church around the world through prayer, song, 

educational events and in any way appropriate to the context of the congregation.  The focus would include our 

Companion Synods in Papua New Guinea and Russia, and the Global Ministry we share in through the Global Mission 

Arm of the ELCA such as Missionary Sponsorship, Young Adults in Global Mission, and our support of Projects that 

promote the witness of the Gospel, works of compassion and Justice ministry around the world.   

 

Be it also resolved that Sunday, October 3rd, 2021 shall be designated as a Sunday of solidarity with and prayer for our 

Companion Synod in Russia, the “Evangelical Lutheran Church of the Urals, Siberia and Far East” (ELCUSFE) with a special 

focus on the Far Eastern Deanery. This date was chosen because the first Sunday in October is widely observed by the 

churches in Russia as a harvest Sunday when they give thanks and celebrate the completion of the fall harvest.   

 

Be it also resolved that Sunday, April 24th, 2022 be designated as a Sunday of solidarity with, and prayer for our 

Companion District, the Kote District of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Papua New Guinea (ELCPNG).  We chose this 

Sunday because the Gospel lesson tells of the risen Christ revealing himself to the disciples and especially to “doubting 

Thomas.”  This same risen Christ has continued to reveal himself to the people in “Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, 

and to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8b) 

  

The Central States Synod Companion Synod Team will provide resources for mission education and worship for the 

Epiphany Season, and additionally, prayer requests, recent news and communications from our Companion Churches 

prior to the two Companion Synod Sundays to help us “accompany one another” in our journey as followers, servants, 

and witnesses to Jesus Christ in our respective parts of God’s world.   

 

The Companion Synod Team of the Central States Synod – ELCA 

 

Rebecca Blocksome   Keith Holste   Daniel Lilienkamp  

Jon Brudvig    Penny Holste    Doug Reed 

Jim Cooper    Gary Kallansrud   Peggy Schaefer 

Emily Greble    Alex Lang    Gary Teske 
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Resolution SA 21.02 

Resolution: Embracing the Earth Charter 

 

The 2019 ELCA Churchwide Assembly endorsed the Earth Charter, an ethical foundational document calling for actions 

to build a more just, sustainable, and peaceful society. The Earth Charter articulates the values and principles for 

achieving sustainable development and for demonstrating a mindset of global interdependence and shared 

responsibility, while offering a vision of hope and a call to action.   

As an endorser, the ELCA commits to contributing to the Earth Charter Movement through projects that turn its vision 

into action and implementing the Earth Charter in all aspects of our ministries.   

 

 

The Earth Charter consists of  a preamble, four pillars (Pillar 1- Respect and Care for the Community of Life, Pillar 2 - 

Ecological Integrity, Pillar 3 - Social and Economic Justice, and Pillar 4- Democracy, Nonviolence, and Peace), 16 

principles and a  way forward.  The principles are consistent with the ELCA social statements.  Pillar 1 of the Earth 

Charter calls for democratic societies that are just, participatory, sustainable, and peaceful.  Similarly the “Church in 

Society a Lutheran Perspective” social statement provides guidance for the ELCA’s participation in society such as  

setting forth the” basic affirmations that structure how faith is active in a love that calls for justice in relationships and 

structures of society.” Pillar 2 (Ecological Integrity) aligns with the “Caring for Creation: Vision, Hope and Justice” social 

statement that details humanity’s special roles on behalf of the whole of creation.  The principles associated with Pillar 3 

(Social and Economic Justice) contain values found in a number of ELCA social statements, including: “Caring for Health: 

Our Shared Endeavor”; “Freed in Christ:  Race, Ethnicity, and Culture”; “Sufficient, Sustainable Livelihood for All”; and 

“The Church and Criminal Justice: Hearing the Cries.”  Pillar 4 (Democracy, nonviolence, and peace) addresses global 

peace consistent with ELCA’s social statement, “For Peace in God’s World.” 

 

 

In the fall of 2020, the Central States Synod applied for and received a SOLI Grant (Stewardship of Life Institute at United 

Lutheran Seminary) to join with Metro NY, Delaware/Maryland, and New England Synods of the ELCA to implement the 

Earth Charter in our synods as a model for the ELCA. A CSS Earth Charter Leadership Team is in place, and congregations 

and ministry sites are already at work to implement principles of the Pillars into the life and ministry of our Synod and 

the ELCA. 

 

  

https://earthcharter.org/about-us/
https://earthcharter.org/read-the-earth-charter/respect-and-care-for-the-community-of-life/
https://earthcharter.org/read-the-earth-charter/ecological-integrity/
https://earthcharter.org/read-the-earth-charter/social-and-economic-justice/
https://earthcharter.org/read-the-earth-charter/democracy-nonviolence-and-peace/
https://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/Church_SocietySS.pdf?_ga=2.9529718.2125996101.1599098697-510305005.1584559671
https://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/Church_SocietySS.pdf?_ga=2.9529718.2125996101.1599098697-510305005.1584559671
https://www.elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Statements/Caring-for-Creation
https://earthcharter.org/read-the-earth-charter/social-and-economic-justice/
https://earthcharter.org/read-the-earth-charter/democracy-nonviolence-and-peace/
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Therefore, be it resolved, that congregations and ministry sites throughout the Central States Synod  

• become acquainted with the Earth Charter and its principles 

• consider joining the Earth Charter implementation initiative in our Synod 

• prayerfully consider what actions to take to become better stewards of Creation 

• and be encouraged to partner and communicate with the CSS Earth Charter Leadership Team, CSS Earth Charter 
congregations and ministry sites, and Lutherans Restoring Creation Mission Table to implement actions on 
behalf of God’s Creation, and present and future generations. 

 

Submitted by: 

- Pr. Noni Strand, Redeemer Lutheran, Salina, KS; CSS EC Leadership Team, CSS LRC Mission Table 

- Pr. Melissa Woeppel, Lutheran Church of the Living Christ, Florissant, MO; CSS EC Leadership Team,  CSS LRC 

Mission Table 

- Kaylie Ines, Reformation Lutheran, Wichita, KS; Seminarian at PLTS; CSS EC Leadership Team, CSS  LRC 

Mission Table 

- Megan Spilker, Peace Lutheran, Manhattan, KS; CSS EC Leadership Team 

- Keith Mundy, Atonement Lutheran, Overland Park, KS; CSS EC Leadership Team 

- Ben Perrin, Synod Staff for LDR; CSS EC Leadership Team 

- Larry Erickson, First Lutheran, Manhattan, KS; CSS LRC Mission Table 

- Jane Meyerkord, Lutheran Church of the Atonement, Florissant, MO; CSS LRC Mission Table 

- Gary and Jeani Anderson, First Lutheran, Topeka, KS; CSS LRC Mission Table 

- Sheryl Mehrhoff, St. Andrew's Lutheran, Columbia, MO; CSS LRC Mission Table 

- Cindy Gross, Bethel Lutheran, University City, MO; CSS LRC Mission Table 

- Josh Thede, CSS LRC Mission Table 
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 Resolution SA 21.03 

Calling for a Social Statement on Child Protection 
 

WHEREAS, one in eight children in the United States experiences a confirmed case of abuse or neglect before they turn 

18, although the actual prevalence of known and unknown abuse is significantly higher;  

 

WHEREAS, adverse childhood experiences (ACEs) often have profound and lifelong impacts on children;  

 

WHEREAS, 90 percent of people receiving public mental health services for major mental illnesses have experienced 

physical, emotional, or sexual abuse in their lives, often as children;  

 

WHEREAS, every congregation should collectively study, review the data and evidence regarding child abuse, and 

educate themselves on the harm that abuse can do to a child physically, emotionally, mentally, and spiritually;  

 

WHEREAS, Jesus called children messengers from God and contended that our treatment of children reflects our view of 

our Creator (Mark 9:36-37), we must repent our sins against children and demonstrate the fruit of this repentance 

through enforceable child protection policies, sermons and Bible studies on child maltreatment, and ministries to 

address the needs of children suffering under the cross of abuse or neglect;  

 

WHEREAS, the Bible and Lutheran theology have sometimes been used to excuse or minimize the abuse of children, to 

discourage victims of child abuse from seeking evidence-based mental health care, and to violate mandated reporting 

laws;  

 

WHERAS, the Bible has often been distorted to justify hitting children of all ages, including infants, and that this violence 

has been repeatedly shown in research to increase the risk of poor medical and mental health outcomes;  

 

WHEREAS, every congregation, church agency, and school should have child protection policies that are widely 

communicated and clearly state that abuse and neglect will not be tolerated and that child protection is of the highest 

priority;  

 

WHEREAS, child protection policies help safeguard children, educate congregations, deter potential offenders, and 

witness our faith to the world;  

 

WHEREAS, providing abuse survivors with a voice and opportunity to share their experiences will require the church to 

develop collaborations with professionals trained in recognizing and responding to all forms of child maltreatment and 

who are willing to consult with faith leaders in coordinating medical, mental health, and spiritual care;  

 

WHEREAS, taking steps to develop a comprehensive training program for the leadership and members of the 

congregation lays the foundation for a safe environment in which abuse is identified, understood, and addressed 

promptly and effectively;  
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THEREFORE, be it resolved:  

1. The Central States Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America encourages its members to read and 

study the “Rationale for a Social Statement on Child Abuse and Child Protection” available for reference at: 

http://currentsjournal.org/index.php/currents/article/view/306/335 

2. The Central States Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America join a churchwide, synod-wide, and 

congregation-wide process for developing effective and enforceable child protection and child maltreatment 

policies at every level; 

3. The Central States Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America encourages ELCA seminaries to provide 

education on recognizing and responding to child abuse, including appropriate spiritual care, and to provide 

continuing education on child maltreatment for pastors, deacons and other faith leaders in the field; 

4. The Central States Synod of the ELCA encourages its congregations to offer opportunities for dialogue and 

education on effective discipline of children including Bible studies on the Christian obligation to discipline 

children without the use of corporal punishment; 

5. The Central States Synod memorializes the ELCA to develop and adopt a social statement on Child Abuse and 

Child Protection.  

 

A detailed article on the “Rationale for a Social Statement on Child Abuse and Child Protection” is available for reference 

and study at: http://currentsjournal.org/index.php/currents/article/view/306/335 

  

http://currentsjournal.org/index.php/currents/article/view/306/335
http://currentsjournal.org/index.php/currents/article/view/306/335
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Resolution SA 21.04 

Racial Justice Resolution for the Central States Synod 

Our churches and communities have participated knowingly and unknowingly in discrimination against our fellow 

siblings in Christ. 

• Lutherans have inherited advantages and benefits from the systems of discrimination and segregation that have 

reinforced racism in our society.   

• Many of our structures, including our music, decision-making processes, art, and other aspects of our communal 

life, privilege those of European descent and may alienate those not of European descent. 

• When the ELCA was founded over 30 years ago, a primary goal was to promote diversity within the church. We 

have yet to live out our calling to transform and work toward the Beloved Community at the heart of the Gospel. 
 

We recognize the journey of those harmed by church and country through racial discrimination and segregation. We 

acknowledge that their voice and leadership have been neglected and seek the path toward reconciliation and 

restoration. 

• Our congregations and communities reside on the land of Indigenous peoples that lived here before European 

settlers claimed ownership and displaced them. Lutherans participated in boarding schools that removed these 

people from their culture and languages. Our predecessor bodies did not ordain Native Americans until the 

1970s.      

• Although African American members, congregations, and pastors have called us for 400 years to address slavery, 

segregation, and discrimination in our church and society, the larger church has neglected and devalued their 

voices. 

• We are only beginning to understand the church’s history and involvement with racism, including the 

perspectives of Asian and Latinx peoples. 

 

Sola scriptura: we seek inspiration from the Holy Scriptures to guide us toward racial reconciliation and restoration. 

• The image of God is found in all people.  “ God created humanity in God’s own image, in the divine image God 

created them.” - Genesis 1:27a 

• Racism is sin and opposes God’s will for the human community. “There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no 

longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.” - Galatians 3:27-

28 

• We want God’s abundant life to become a reality for all people. “I came that they may have life, and have it 

abundantly.” - John 10:10b 

• Where barriers and divisions exist, God wants us to be reconciled.  “All this is from God, who reconciled us to 

himself through Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation…” - 2 Corinthians 5:18-19 

• When the Church is homogenous, we are not at our best and we are missing the fullness of the gifts of the Holy 

Spirit. “Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many….” - 1 Corinthians 12:14-18  

Our Lutheran tradition has led us to theological insights such as… 

• When we repent as a church, as the Churchwide Assembly did in 2019, we do so, not to point fingers at others, 

nor to demonstrate our own righteousness, but to call ourselves back to God’s will and toward public 

reconciliation. According to Luther’s Small Catechism, this is the daily work of our baptisms, not as self-

denigration but for new action towards right relationship with God and neighbor. 

•  “A theology of glory calls evil good and good evil. A theology of the cross calls the thing what it actually is 

(Heidelberg Disputation, Thesis 21).” Dietrich Bonhoeffer illustrates that the path toward reconciliation is 

difficult when we have willingly or unwillingly participated in systems that harm others and our earth. To begin 

this journey, we must be brave in our conversations and practices, to listen, change, and support those that are 

oppressed in our communities.      
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Be It Resolved, that we, the Central States Synod of the ELCA, commit to being communities of repentance and 

transformation, working for reconciliation and restoration for the harms of racism due to our church and society. We 

seek to do this at all levels of our church in our congregations, conferences, and synod.  
 

Be it Further Resolved, that we, following the actions of the Churchwide Assembly in CA16.05.22, provide resources for 

all rostered leaders and SAMs in the Central States Synod to receive anti-racism training every two years; identify and 

train leaders who will lead anti-racism training; and provide resources for all leaders and congregations Synod-wide to 

learn about racism and white supremacy; 
 

Be it Further Resolved, that we, consistent with the actions of the Church Council in 2019, recognize Juneteenth (June 

19th, commemorating the emancipation of enslaved people in the United States in 1865) of each year as a time to 

lament the sin of racism and celebrate the diversity of God’s created order; 
 

Be it Further Resolved, that we endorse and empower the Racial Justice Team of the Synod. This team will take the 

following actions: 

• Lead a process of Spiritual Discernment across the Synod around the subject of racial justice; 

• Encourage and provide resources for congregations to incorporate representative artwork, music, and other 

environmental representations of Biblical personae to include in publications, worship spaces, and other public 

spaces of the Church. 

• Encourage and provide resources for individual congregations to establish Racial Justice teams; to educate our 

churches about tribal land acknowledgments and the Doctrine of Discovery; to understand the history of 

violence in our country experienced by people of color in our communities; and to acknowledge and repair 

these histories. 

• Encourage and provide resources for congregations to develop practices that affirm and respect diversity and 

actively move toward equitable inclusion for all. 

• Help the congregations and ministries of this Synod connect with local, state, and national advocacy groups, 

publicizing opportunities for individuals to engage in advocacy work around racial justice issues. 

Central States Synod Racial Justice Team 

- Rev. Aimée Frye Appell, Peace Lutheran Church, Washington, MO 
- Rev. Josh Brecht, Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Manchester, MO 
- Jill Duis, Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Washington, KS 
- Sheri Ellwood, Andover Lutheran Church, Windom, KS 
- Terrence Freeman, St. Phillip’s Lutheran, St, Louis, MO 
- Michelle Horter, Reformation Lutheran Church, Wichita, KS 
- Deacon Dave Mareske, Hollis Renewal Center, Bonner Springs, KS 
- Rev. Meagan McLaughlin, Christ Lutheran Church, Webster Groves, MO 
- Rev. Andrew Patty, Trinity Lutheran Church, Topeka, KS 
- Rev. Ralen Robinson, Reformation Lutheran Church, Wichita, KS 
- Rev. Jennifer Thomas, St. Paul Lutheran Church, Nevada, MO 
- Rev. Melissa Woeppel, Living Christ Lutheran Church, Florissant, MO 
- Sharon Yelton, Atonement Lutheran Church, Overland Park, KS 
- LeRoy Zimmerman, Atonement Lutheran Church, Overland Park, KS 

- Rev. Robert Lee Bennight, Disciples of the Plains Lutheran Ministry, Phillipsburg, KS 

- Rev. Stephen Zeller, St. Paul Lutheran Church, Cole Camp, MO 
- Rev. Jim Peters, Our Savior Lutheran Church, Topeka, KS 

https://upstanderproject.org/firstlight/doctrine
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Resolution SA 21.05 

Thanksgiving for Ministry 

Baptized, we welcome one another as fellow members of the Body of Christ and workers with us in the reign of 
God. Our merciful God gives us particular companions to know and to love in our pilgrimage here on earth. Since 
the last assembly, the following rostered ministers, whom we remember with thanksgiving and reverence, have 
died:  

The Rev. Don Conrad (6/4/20) 
The Rev. Earl Meissner (9/27/20) 
The Rev. Ronald MacLennan (2/13/21) 
The Rev. Phillip Hett (5/30/21)

The following persons have served the Church faithfully, using their gifts and abilities to build up the Body of 
Christ, and have now retired from active ministry on the roster of the Church since the last Central States Synod 
Assembly. 

The Rev. Richard Wolf 
The Rev. Shawn Norris  
The Rev. Randy Gibbs 
The Rev. Russ Glaser 
The Rev. Elizabeth Backus 
The Rev. John Backus 
Ms. Anne Chida (deacon) 

The body of Christ gathers as congregations to proclaim the gospel, share the means of grace, and empowered 
to carry out God’s mission in the world. The following congregation disaffiliated from the ELCA, discerning that 
they were called to participate in God’s mission through other denominations: 

Zion Lutheran Church, Hutchinson, KS (10/23/20) 

After many years of faithful ministry, the following congregation closed, trusting that in the midst of death, 
there is always resurrection and the mission of the church continues: 

Immanuel Lutheran Church, WaKeeney, KS (2/28/21) 
The Bridge, as a synod authorized worshipping community (2/28/21) 

Therefore, be it resolved that we recognize and give thanks for the ministry of these ministers and these 
congregations by requesting the assembly chaplain to offer a prayer of thanksgiving.  


