
 

 

May 10, 2020 

Jacob Spilker, 
Executive Director, 
Camp Tomah Shinga 
Junction City, KS 

I invite you all to go on a mental hike with me. I am going 
to be taking you to one of my favorite spots here at Camp 
Tomah Shinga. So lace up your shoes, take a last 
bathroom break and fill up your water.  Our hike begins 
with an uphill climb through some trees. We will walk 
upon stairs of rock, placed one by one years ago to ease 
our travels. Our trail winds as we hear the birds chirping 
and squirrels running about. As we reach the top, we take 
one last large step up onto a rock and step out of the forest 
and onto the rolling hills of our prairie.  Looking around 
we see nothing but hills and trees, and green grass waving 
in the wind. There is a pleasant breeze blowing as we 
continue down the path, the wide-open sky above us with 
just a couple clouds. Eventually we get to an opening, tucked in behind the trees, with lawn chairs placed 
around a fire ready to be lit. We light our match and have some time away from the world, to be surrounded by 
God’s creation.  

 

 “May God our Creator bless and keep you, may Jesus, child of the earth, walk with you, and may the 
Holy Spirit, wind and fire, give you hope and peace.“ 

 

As I sit on a hill at my favorite spot, watching the sunset by the fire in 
front of me here at Camp Tomah Shinga, these words fill me with peace 
as I reflect on this benediction.  I think about the new life sprouting 
from the ground in our fresh green grass after our prairie burn. I am 
excited for the new energy that our summer ministry team and campers 
are going to bring to these rolling hills.  And I am reminded, as I often 
am, of going to chapel as a student at Bethany College when campus 
pastor at the time, Pastor Noni Strand, would say words very similar to 
these. There was something about the peacefulness in her voice that 
sticks with me today. I can still hear her saying those words each time I 
stop and look around to find the beauty of God’s creation.  

 

So today I encourage you to go find that peace in creation, even for 10 minutes. Knowing that God our Creator 
has put an incredible world in front of you. Knowing that Jesus is walking right next to you. And knowing that 
the same Spirit that fills these hills at Camp Tomah Shinga is all around you. Go build community, explore 
creation, and grow in faith. 

 

Amen.  


