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12Yet even now, says the LORD, 

  return to me with all your heart, 

 with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; 

  13rend your hearts and not your clothing. 

 Return to the LORD, your God, who is gracious and merciful, 

 slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, 

  and relents from punishing . . . .  

Joel 2:12-13 

 
In the early church Lent was a time to prepare catechumens for baptism on Easter. With fewer adult baptisms in the church, 
the season of Lent has still retained its emphasis on preparation and baptism, with the three classic Lenten disciplines of alms 
giving, prayer, and fasting. On Ash Wednesday we hear the invitation to “return to the Lord your God, who is gracious and 
merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.” This invitation to journey through the forty days of Lent as Jesus 
journey for forty days in the wilderness, remembering who he was a beloved child of God, an identify proclaimed in his 
baptism, and trusting in God’s grace and mercy is the same invitation we hear each year in the church.  
 
This Lent you are invited, as congregations and individuals of the Central States Synod, to journey in the waters of baptism, 
remembering our identity as children of God and God’s grace and activity in our lives as we seek to discern God’s mission for 
us. We begin with the assumption that God is active in our world and our lives; that God has a mission and that in the waters 
of our baptism we have been washed, claimed, anointed, called, empowered for this mission. This is not just about what we 
think ought to be our priorities and goals in the coming years so that we can “save and sustain” the church, but this is about 
God, what God is up to, what God is calling us to be and do.   
 
I was struck by a line from the introduction to the day in Sundays and Seasons:  

We humbly pray for God to make our hearts clean while we rejoice that “now is the day of salvation.” 
Returning to our baptismal call, we more intentionally bear the fruits of mercy and justice in the world. 

 
I humbly pray that during this season we will listen to Scripture, let God’s spirit wash over and through us, pray and 
contemplate, be open and trusting that we are indeed washed for mission so that we can more intentionally bear the fruits 
of mercy and justice in the world.  Each week there will be a devotion with Scripture readings, reflections, questions and 
prayers that can help to us, as we connect to God’s activity in baptism, to discern God’s mission.   
 
Questions for Reflection: 

What intentional practices will you engage in this season to help you step into the waters of your baptism? 
How will you listen more intentionally to God speaking to you? 
How will you accept the invitation to return to the Lord your God?  

 
Now is the acceptable time. Now is the day of salvation. Holy God, speaking, spoken, and 

inspiring, ☩ bless you, unbind you, and send you in love and in peace. 

Amen. 
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