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She returned to the Central States Synod in 2013 to serve on the synod staff as a 

Bishop’s Associate and later as a Director for Evangelical Mission.  On June 8, 2019 she 
was elected to serve as the Bishop of the Central States Synod and began her term on 
September 1, 2019.   

Over her 30 years of parish ministry in addition to her six and a half years serving 
on synod staff, Rev. Candea has been involved in many aspects of ministry throughout the 
church including advocacy work, campus ministry, youth gatherings, community 
organizing, interfaith and ecumenical work and has been a voting member at four 
churchwide assemblies.  She is passionate about preaching the gospel and connecting the 
radical and inclusive good news challenging us to live out our faith in public ways. She has 
three grown sons and a granddaughter, enjoys spending time with family and time 
outdoors. 
 

 

The Rev. Kimberly Frederking currently serves Prairie Faith Shared Ministry, a 
five-point parish in western Kansas.  She has a long history of serving in lay leadership 
roles as Hospitality Chair, High School Youth Leader and Worship Leader as a member of 
various congregations.  She has written and facilitated numerous day and weekend 
women’s retreats and initiated a variety of participant led support groups. Pastor Kim has 
held numerous positions in civic and political organizations while employed in healthcare 
for a number of years, including as an Emergency Medical Technician and hospice 

Bishop Susan Candea graduated from California 
Lutheran College, Thousand Oaks, CA in 1979 with a 
B.A. in Political Science and then attended Wartburg 
Theological Seminary in Dubuque, IA where she 
received her M.Div in 1983.  She was called to be a co-
pastor at a two-point parish in western Kansas, St. John 
Lutheran Church, Ellis and Immanuel Lutheran, 
WaKeeney, and was ordained on September 25, 1983.  
In 1989, she accepted a call to be the solo pastor at Our 
Savior’s Lutheran in Topeka, KS where she served for 
17 years. She then was called to serve as the pastor of 
King of Glory Lutheran Church, Loveland, CO in 
2006.   



volunteer. Upon returning to Kansas after living on the east coast, Pastor Kim pursued the 
Parish Ministry Associate program and served Prairie Faith Shared Ministry for nine years.  
During that time, she was elected to serve as a board member of the CSS Women of the 
ELCA and served as Cluster Coordinator.  When the Holy Spirit would not relent, she 
answered the call to ordained ministry and was accepted at Wartburg Theological Seminary 
in Dubuque, Iowa.  She was ordained in February 2020 after completing TEEM – 
Theological Education in Emerging Ministries.  Pastor Kim has been married to David for 
45 years.  They have three amazing sons, three cherished daughters-in-law and seven 
treasured grandchildren, including three being rainbow babies. She loves spending time 
with her family and traveling. Pastor Kim is excited and feels extremely privileged to share 
her story with us.   

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

“Quilts in the Classroom--Telling the Stories of History One Quilt at a Time" 
Experience some of the best stories of history starring Clara Barton, Carry A. Nation, 

Sergeant Stubby, Uncle Wiggle Wings, the characters from "Wizard of Oz", and more! 
Patti Winkler has been sharing the stories of history with her middle school students for 35 
years as well as presenting her teaching strategies for state and national audiences. She uses 
historical and original quilts created by her sister to bring history alive!  
 

Patti Shepard Winkler 
 

Patti will begin her 25th year teaching eighth grade history at 
Hocker Grove Middle School, Shawnee, KS, in August.  She 
also lives in Shawnee. 
“I've been attending church at Immanuel Lutheran Church 
(1700 Westport Road) for more than 35 years. I think of it as 
I married into the church where my husband's grandparents 
and parents were married!” 
 

 


