
 

 

 

Devotion 2 – United with Christ in Baptism 
 
Place a bowl of water in the center of the table and read the 
following:   
 
God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a 
living hope through the sacrament of baptism. By water and the 
Word God delivers us from sin and death and raises us to new life 
in Jesus Christ. We are united with all the baptized in the one body 
of Christ, anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, and joined in 
God’s mission for the life of the world.  
 
Invite each participant to share the story of their baptism. 
When were they baptized?  
Do they have any memories, any stories, etc.?   
Who decided that they would be baptized? 
 

 
Read each Scripture passage slowly, inviting participants to pay attention to the word, phrases, images, 
questions that arise within them as they hear these verses from the Bible. Pause after each reading, allowing 
time for people to share those words or phrases. 
 

Scripture Readings 
29The next day he (John) saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, "Here is the Lamb of God who takes away 
the sin of the world! 30This is he of whom I said, 'After me comes a man who ranks ahead of me because he 
was before me.' 31I myself did not know him; but I came baptizing with water for this reason, that he might be 
revealed to Israel." 32And John testified, "I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it remained 
on him. 33I myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water said to me, 'He on whom 
you see the Spirit descend and remain is the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.' 34And I myself have seen 
and have testified that this is the Son of God." 

John 1:29-34 
 

3Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his 
death? 4Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from 
the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. 
5For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a resurrection 
like his. 6We know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be destroyed, and we 
might no longer be enslaved to sin. 7For whoever has died is freed from sin. 8But if we have died with Christ, we 
believe that we will also live with him. 9We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; 
death no longer has dominion over him. 10The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he 
lives to God. 11So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 

Romans 6:3-11 
  



 

 

 

1I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy 
of the calling to which you have been called, 2with all humility and 
gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in 
love, 3making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the 
bond of peace. 4There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were 
called to the one hope of your calling, 5one Lord, one faith, one 
baptism, 6one God and Father of all, who is above all and through 
all and in all. 

Ephesians 4:1-6 
 

 
 
 

Reflection 
I wonder what people would say in response to the question: “Why were you baptized?” or “What difference 
does it make that you are baptized?” Not only do I love performing infant baptisms (especially when at the 
end I get to take the child in my arms to present them to the congregation), but I love the reason we have 
infant baptisms in the Lutheran church.  Even though we talk about grace all the time and mouth the 
affirmation that we are saved by grace through faith, we turn the “faith” part of that affirmation into 
something we do; what we believe; what we confess, even though Ephesians 2:8-9 clearly states, “this is not 
your doing; it is the gift of God.” Infant baptism demonstrates this reality – it is not our doing; it is a gift of God 
– so concretely and directly.  An infant cannot “have faith,” however we define faith.  They cannot believe or 
confess or accept Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior.  They are simply loved, held, cared for, and nourished. 
In that love and care they grow, begin to respond, and interact with the world around them.  They are claimed 
as children of God, filled with the Spirit, marked with the cross of Christ forever because of grace, because 
God’s unconditional love doesn’t have to be earned. By the way, this is also true when older children and 
adults are baptized! 
 
Baptism is a public affirmation and declaration of the reality of God’s grace, similar in some ways to a 
wedding. Before a couple ever stands before witnesses to publicly declare their love and commitment to one 
another, they have formed a relationship that will last and grow beyond the wedding day.  The analogy breaks 
down as we acknowledge that not all marriages last, regardless of how wonderful the wedding was.  But in 
baptism, we have the promise that we are marked with cross of Christ forever.  It is a relationship that begins 
in and with God’s grace and love for us, a relationship that lasts forever, a relationship that invites and enables 
us to grow into the people God has created us to be.  
 
We tend to have a very narrow, limited view of baptism – a one-time event that involves sprinkling some 
water and makes us all feel good for the day. But there is so much richness, depth, growth, promise, and 
possibility in baptism that it would and does take us a lifetime to truly live out its meaning and truth.  
 

  



 

 

 

Read the Thanksgiving at the Font from the new worship resource 
All Creation Sings and see how it can expand our understanding of 
baptism: 
 
Water! Water! We praise you, O God, for water—  
the   local bodies of water  , 
the rain that nourishes animals and plants, the water for drinking 
and bathing. 
We praise you, O God, for water. We praise you, O God, for water. 
 
We praise you, O God, for our water stories—  
a flood that cleansed the earth, 
the sea that drowned the enemy, a river that healed leprosy. 
We praise you, O God, for water. We praise you, O God, for water. 

 
We remember the waters of Jesus—baptized in the Jordan River, 
calming the Sea of Galilee, drinking from Jacob’s Well, 
healing at the pool of Bethesda, washing the disciples’ feet. 
We praise you, O God, for water. We praise you, O God, for water. 
  
We praise you, O God, for this font, for through this water you have birthed us into the family of Christ, 
bathed us in forgiveness, and enlivened us in the Spirit. 
We praise you, O God, for baptism. We praise you, O God, for baptism. 
  
O God, you are the Ocean, sustaining this earth. 
O God, you are the River, saving us from death. 
O God, you are the Fountain, granting us health and well-being. 
We praise you, O God, today, tomorrow, forever. 
Amen, and amen. 
 
  

Questions for Discussion 
1. What is your favorite “water” story from the Bible?  Why? 
2.  If you were baptized, what does your baptism mean to you?   
3. How does your baptism affect your daily life? 
4. How does baptism reveal our connection to God, to each other, to the world?  

 

Closing Prayer 
Gracious God, we thank you for the new life you give us through holy baptism.  We ask you to bless us as we 
remember and live our baptisms.  Continue to strengthen us with the Holy Spirit and increase in us the gifts of 
grace:  the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the 
fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen 

  


