
 

 

 

Devotion 1 – United with Christ in Baptism 
 
Invite participants to spend a few moments of silence, closing 
their eyes (if comfortable), and focusing on their breathing.  As 
they breathe in, remind them that the Spirit of God is in every 
breath we take and so they are breathing in God’s very presence.  
As they breath out, encourage them to release their worries, 
concerns, distractions into God’s universe (God’s embrace is big 
and wide enough to receive those worries) so that they might be 
settled and centered to hear God’s word.   
 
Read each Scripture passage slowly, inviting participants to pay 
attention to the word, phrases, images, questions that arise within 
them as they hear these verses from the Bible.  Pause after each 
reading, allowing time for people to share those words or phrases. 
 

Scripture Readings  
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was in the beginning 
with God.  All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being.  What has 
come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people.  The light shines in the darkness, and 
the darkness did not over come it.  

John 1:1-5 
 

For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God.  For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall 
back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption.  When we cry, “Abba!” “Father!” it is the very Spirit 
bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint 
heirs with Christ – if in fact, we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him.  I consider the 
sufferings of this present time are worth comparing to the glory about to be revealed to us.  For the creation 
waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of God, for the creation was subjected to futility, not 
of its own will but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be set free from its 
bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God.  We know that the whole 
creation has been groaning in labor pains until now . . ..  

Romans 8:14-22 
 
Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven spirits who are 
before his throne, and from Jesus Christ, the faithfulness witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the 
kings of the earth.  To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood and made us to be a kingdom, 
priests serving his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever.  Amen.   
Look! He is coming with the clouds; every eye will see him, even those who pierced him and on his account all 
the tribes of the earth will wail.  So it is to be.  Amen.   
“I am the Alba and the Omega,” says the Lord God, who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty. 

Revelation 1:4-8 



 

 

 

Reflection 
We often, without realizing that we are doing it, think of “Christ” as 
Jesus’ last name even though we know that the word, “Christ” in 
Greek, and the word, “Messiah” in Hebrew mean, “the anointed 
one.”  Jesus of Nazareth, a Galilean Jewish peasant, who lived under 
the foreign rule of the Roman Empire from about 4 BCE (before the 
common era) to about 30 CE. Jesus is God’s “anointed one.” but 
anointed to do what?   
 
Richard Rohr begins his book The Universal Christ by sharing a 
passage from Caryll Houselander’s autobiography in which she 
describes her vision of seeing Christ in all the people around her. – 
 

I was in an underground train, a crowded train in which all sorts of people jostled together, sitting and 
strap-hanging – workers of every description going home at the end of the day.  Quite suddenly I saw 
with my mind, but as vividly as a wonderful picture, Christ in them all But I saw more than that; not only 
was Christ in every one of them, living in them, dying in them, rejoicing in them, sorrowing in them – 
but because he was in them and because they were here, the whole world was here too, here in this 
underground train, not only the world as it was at that moment, not only all the people in all the 
countries of the world, but all those people who had lived in the past, and all those yet to come . . . 
Realization of our oneness in Christ is the only cure for human loneliness.  For me, too, it is the only 
ultimate of life, the only thing that gives meaning and purpose to life.   (The Universal Christ, pp 2-3)  

 
Rohr argues that this is the vision of Christ revealed in Scripture which leads him to ask: 
 

What if Christ is a name for the transcendent within of every “thing” in the universe? 
What if Christ is a name for the immense spaciousness of all true Love? 
What if Christ refers to an infinite horizon that pulls us from within and pulls us forward too?  
What if Christ is another name for everything – in its fullness? 

 
And I would add: 
 

what if Christ (the anointed one) was anointed to reveal the expanse and universality of God’s love and 
grace, of God’s light and redemption of all of creation?  
What if God sent Jesus not to teach us the right things to believe and do so that after we die, we would 
be rewarded by going to heaven (which is often how the Christian faith is understood), but to become 
one with us, to dwell with us, connecting us to a love that encompasses the universe – the love of 
God? 
What might it mean to be united with Christ who is universal?   

 
 
 
 



 

 

 

Questions for Discussion 
• How would you describe Jesus? 

• How would you describe Christ? 

• What excites, energizes, or gives you hope when you think 

• about the “universal Christ”?   

• What makes you nervous or challenges you with that image? 

• How does being united with Christ affect your perspective on the 
world, on others, on yourself, as well as your actions and behaviors? 
 

Closing Prayer  
Gracious and holy God, give us diligence to seek you, wisdom to 
perceive you, and patience to wait for you.  Grant us, O God, a mind 
to mediate on you; eyes to behold you; ears to listen for your word; 
a heart to love you, and a life to proclaim you; through the power of 
the Spirit of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen  

(ELW page 76) 

  


