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Advent 2 – December 5, 2021  
Text:  Luke 3:1-6 
Theme:  Advent prepares us to see.  

 Can you believe it is already December?  And we are well into the mad dash to 

Christmas! I have to admit that I am a liturgical snob because with all the Christmas trees going 

up, with all the lights and decorations, with Christmas music on the radio (one of the stations I 

listen to on my way to work started playing Christmas music the day after Thanksgiving and I 

assume will continue to do so until Christmas and then they will stop – right when Christmas 

begins!  How much sense does that make?!)  . . . any way I’m wanting to put my hands up and 

say slow down – we need to celebrate Advent first! I love Advent. I love the blue candles – the 

sense of hope they represent.  I love the Advent songs.  I love the counter-cultural invitation to 

wait, to watch, to live expectantly – expectantly for God – in the midst of Black Friday and Cyber 

Monday and the frantic rush to find the perfect gift and get it all done by Christmas Eve!  So 

hold off on all the Christmas stuff so I can enjoy Advent! 

 Now having said that doesn’t mean I don’t get out and actually enjoy shopping and 

baking and decorating, all the Christmas lights and even some of the Christmas songs on the 

radio.  In fact, one of my favorite Christmas songs is “Do you hear what I hear?”  Remember the 

first verse:  Said the night wind to the little lamb, do you see what I see? Way up in the sky, little 

lamb, do you see what I see? A star, a star, dancing in the night, with a tail as big as a kite, with 

a tail as big as a kite.  And it ends with Pray for peace, people everywhere! Listen to what I say. 

The Child, the Child, sleeping in the night. He will bring us goodness and light. 

 Do you see what I see – a child who will bring us goodness and light?  That’s actually not 

a bad Advent song because that is precisely what Advent is all about – preparing us to see; to 

see the goodness and light that Christ brings or to use the words from our gospel – to see the 

salvation of God.  Our gospel is the story of John the Baptist showing up in the wilderness, 

proclaiming a baptism of repentance (and remember repentance is not about being sorry for 

our sins; it is about turning around, changing direction so we can see God); reminding the 

people of the prophet’s words that call them to prepare the way of the Lord so that all flesh 

shall see the salvation of God.  In the midst of the hectic, demanding, even fun and enjoyable 
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events of December as we get ready for Christmas, Advent prepares us to see. And that is the 

theme of my sermon this morning – Advent prepares us to see. 

 Our gospel begins with all these details about what year it is; who is ruling when and 

where.  Why are these details included, especially the names and places that are hard to 

pronounce? Their purpose is to place John the Baptist in the midst of the political and social 

realities of his day.  The message of the coming of the Lord, of the need to repent, to prepare to 

see this coming is proclaimed in the midst of the politics of the day and what we often label as 

“secular” things, things some see as disconnected from our faith. And not only does the 

message come to and from John in the midst of the politics of the governmental and religious 

institutions, but it also comes out in the wilderness where life is harsh and hard.  The reality for 

many, many people in John’s day was that life was harsh and it was hard, in large part because 

of the oppressive government under which they lived.  

 Now, I am well aware after many years of preaching, that as soon as I use the word 

“politics” in a sermon, people begin to get uncomfortable.  I have heard it many times from 

various people, “politics should not be preached from the pulpit.  Just preach the gospel.”  But 

if you would indulge me for just a few moments and instead of equating the word “politics” to 

the way we experience the divisiveness of bi-partisan politics, think of it in terms of our public, 

common, communal life together as a society.  Politics is a tool for how we structure that life 

together as a society, the collective decisions we make.  And it is in the midst of the realities  

and decisions of our public life together, the politics of the day, that the gospel is proclaimed, 

that John speaks inviting us to see more, to see the salvation not of the government or even the 

religious institutions, but to see the salvation of God.  

 And let’s be honest with one another – this salvation of God is not always easy to see.  It 

is not easy to see in the midst of news about another variant of Covid 19, (is this pandemic ever 

going to end?), in the midst of another school shooting where a 15 year old killed four 

classmates and wounded seven others, in the midst of the huge number of people who are 

struggling with food insecurity, in the midst of storms and tragedies that devastate people’s 

lives, in the midst of all the divisiveness that pits neighbor against neighbor. And in the midst of 

our communal struggles, we experience the harshness of life in our personal lives when loved 
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ones get sick, when relationships get strained, when we are lonely, sad, fearful and plain 

frustrated. Where is the hope?  How do we see the hope of God’s coming salvation?  

 That’s why we need Advent, to help us see in the midst of all the other realities we have 

to deal with, the reality of God, the reality of salvation.  Christena Cleveland in her blog wrote 

about rescuing Advent from western cultural captivity. Advent isn't a holiday party. It doesn't 

pressure us to conjure up a hopeful face, ring bells and dismiss the foulest realities we face.  . . . 

But we do the Light a disservice when we underestimate the darkness. Jesus entered a world 

plagued not only by the darkness of individual pain and sin, but also by the darkness of systemic 

oppression. Jesus' people, the Hebrews, were a subjugated people living as exiles in their own 

land; among other things, they were silenced, targets of police brutality and exploitatively 

taxed. They were a people so beaten down by society that only a remnant -- most notably Anna 

and Simeon -- continued to believe that the Messianic prophecies would one day come to pass. 

For many, the darkness of long-standing oppression had extinguished any hope for liberation.  It 

was into this "worst world" that the Light-in-which-We-See-Light was born, liberating the people 

from the terror of darkness. So it is in the midst of our worst world that we, too, can most clearly 

see the Light, for light shines more brightly against a backdrop of true darkness.  

  Listen to the word that John the Baptist proclaims.  It is the Word of God which has the 

power to do what it says – let there be light and there was light.  We see that light, that hope, 

when we willing to do the hard work of looking at our own lives. How have we gotten twisted 

around, so focused on ourselves, on the negative, on the rhetoric of the day, that we don’t hear 

or see anything else?  We see God’s salvation when we take the risk to go into the valleys, 

facing our grief and being honest about our pain, even our anger and frustration.  We 

experience hope when we own our baggage, our egos, and need to be right, to be in control. It 

is so much easier to look at others, at what they need to do to “straighten” up, rather than look 

at how our own behavior, our words, our actions contribute to an atmosphere that is shrouded 

darkness, rather the compassion, mercy, and grace of God.   

 That’s why it is good, as uncomfortable as it sounds, to hear the words from Malachi.  

God is coming.  That is the message of Advent.  And when God comes, God will shake things up, 
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including us.  God will purify and refine – not in our way of being judgmental and critical of one 

another – but in terms of transforming us and the world.  

 During Advent 1928, Dietrich Bonhoeffer preached a sermon in Barcelona in which he 

spoke about the emotion for this season: It is very remarkable that we face the thought that 

God is coming so calmly, whereas previously peoples trembled at the day of God. ... We have 

become so accustomed to the idea of divine love and of God's coming at Christmas that we no 

longer feel the shiver of fear that God's coming should arouse in us. We are indifferent to the 

message, taking only the pleasant and agreeable out of it and forgetting the serious aspect, 

that the God of the world draws near to the people of our little earth and lays claim to us ... 

 That is how we see the light.  God has and is and will lay claim to us and God does not 

leave us unchanged.  Regardless of what is happening in the world around us; actually because 

of what is happening in the world around us, God comes.  God comes and God saves.  In the 

midst of violence and hatred, people reach out with compassion and care. In the midst of the 

hustle and bustle of the season, we stop to gather as the people of God to hear the Word, share 

the meal, and be sent out to serve the Lord.  So do you hear what I hear, do you see what I see 

– a star is shining; people are praying for peace knowing that Christ brings goodness and light in 

and through us.  Amen.    


