
 

 

 

Devotion 6 – Joining God’s Reign of justice 
                         and radical love for the world  

 
Invite individuals to close their eyes and think about a time when 
they felt loved.  What was it like?  Why did they feel loved?  How 
would they define love?  
 
Read each Scripture passage slowly, inviting participants to pay 
attention to the word, phrases, images, and questions that arise 
within them as they hear these verses from the Bible.  Pause after 
each reading, allowing time for people to share those words or 
phrases.    
 

Scripture Readings:  
4Jonah began to go into the city, going a day's walk. And he cried out, "Forty days more, and Nineveh shall be 
overthrown!" 5And the people of Nineveh believed God; they proclaimed a fast, and everyone, great and small, 
put on sackcloth. 
6When the news reached the king of Nineveh, he rose from his throne, removed his robe, covered himself with 
sackcloth, and sat in ashes. 7Then he had a proclamation made in Nineveh: "By the decree of the king and his 
nobles: No human being or animal, no herd or flock, shall taste anything. They shall not feed, nor shall they 
drink water. 8Human beings and animals shall be covered with sackcloth, and they shall cry mightily to God. All 
shall turn from their evil ways and from the violence that is in their hands. 9Who knows? God may relent and 
change his mind; he may turn from his fierce anger, so that we do not perish." 
10When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed his mind about the 
calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do it. 

Jonah 3:4-10 
 
43"You have heard that it was said, 'You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.' 44But I say to you, Love 
your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45so that you may be children of your Father in heaven; for 
he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the righteous and on the 
unrighteous. 46For if you love those who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax collectors do 
the same? 47And if you greet only your brothers and sisters, what more are you doing than others? Do not even 
the Gentiles do the same? 48Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect. 

Matthew 5:43-48 
 
16We know love by this, that he laid down his life for us — and we ought to lay down our lives for one 
another. 17How does God's love abide in anyone who has the world's goods and sees a brother or sister in need 
and yet refuses help? 
18Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action. 19And by this we will know that we 
are from the truth and will reassure our hearts before him 20whenever our hearts condemn us; for God is 
greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. 21Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have 
boldness before God; 22and we receive from him whatever we ask, because we obey his commandments and 
do what pleases him. 



 

 

 

23And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the 
name of his Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has 
commanded us. 24All who obey his commandments abide in him, 
and he abides in them. And by this we know that he abides in us, 
by the Spirit that he has given us.  

1 John 3:16-24 
 

Reflection:   
What does the word “radical” mean?  
Is it a good thing or a bad thing?   
To call someone a “radical” is usually not viewed as a compliment.   
Someone who is “radical” in their beliefs or actions can be difficult 
to work with. There is no “reasoning” with them! But the word 
radical actually means (especially of changes or actions) “relating 
to or affecting the fundamental nature of something; far-reaching 
and thorough.”   

 
Now think about God’s love being “radical.” It doesn’t just touch the surface, covering up our woundedness 
with a bandage. Nor is it a cosmetic fix that may make things look or sound better without bringing far-
reaching and thorough change. God’s radical love brings transformation, turns the world upside down in order 
to “heal the nations” not just make individuals feel better about themselves. Participating in and sharing God’s 
radical love with our neighbors will have far-reaching and thorough effects to create loving communities.  
 
Brian D. McLaren in his book, We Make the Road by Walking: A Year-Long Quest for Spiritual Formation, 
Reorientation, and Activation writes about the more “excellent way of love.”  We must find a new approach, 
make a new road, pioneer a new way of living as neighbors in one human community, as brothers and sisters 
in one family of creation. That’s why the apostle Paul repeatedly describes how in Christ we see humanity as 
one body and our differences as gifts, not threats, to one another. In Christ, Paul came to realize that people 
aren’t different because they’re trying to be difficult or evil—they’re different because the Spirit has given them 
differing gifts. . .. More than ever before in our history, we need a new kind of personal and social fuel. Not 
fear, but love. Not prejudice, but openness. Not supremacy, but service. Not inferiority, but equality. Not 
resentment, but reconciliation. Not isolation, but connection. Not the spirit of hostility, but the holy Spirit of 
hospitality. So the “most excellent way,” Paul said, is the way of love [1 Corinthians 13:13]. Old markers of 
gender, religion, culture, and class must recede: “There is neither Jew nor Gentile, slave nor free, male nor 
female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus” [Galatians 3:28] . . . [and] “the only thing that counts is faith  working 
through love” [Galatians 5:6]. Where the Spirit is, love is. Where the Spirit teaches, people learn love.  
 
When Jesus referred to the work of the Spirit in his conversation with Nicodemus, he talked not about being 
changed, but about being “born anew.” That is what God’s love does, births something new and life-giving.  
We also call it resurrection!  

 
 
 
 



 

 

 

Questions for Discussion 
1. What make God’s love “radical?”   
2. Do you feel that the love expressed by the church is 
“radical?” Why or why not?   
3. What are some concrete examples of radical love and 
what effect do they have on individuals, communities, 
creation? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Closing Prayer: 
O God, your Son came among us to serve and not to be served, and to give his life for the life of the world.  
Lead us by his love to serve all those to whom the world offers no comfort and little help.  Through us give 
hope to the hopeless, love to the unloved, peace to the troubled, and rest to the weary, through Jesus Christ, 
Our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen  
(ELW Pastoral Care, Renewers of Society Prayer, page 73) 


