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Praise to you for the water of baptism and for your Word that saves us in this water. 

Breathe your Spirit into all who are gathered here and into all creation. Illumine our 

days. Enliven our bones. Dry our tears. Wash away the sin within us, and drown the evil 

around us. 

Thanksgiving at the Font, ELW Leader’s Edition pg. 589. 

 
We gather around the font just as people have gathered around water wells for millenia. We gather for the life-giving 
water, we gather to draw from the depths, we gather to be revived and rejuvenated. We gather. With the people in 
our local assemblies, joined by the whole communion of the saints. In the words of the old spiritual, we gather with 
“the number no one could number.” The baptized life is not a solo endeavor; we do this as a community, and this 
community of the baptized is equipped to participate in God’s mission in the world. God is revealing something to us, 
through our baptism, through each other, and inviting us into deeper engagement with the world God loves.  
 
Revelation 7:9-10, 13-14: 9After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every 
nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, 
with palm branches in their hands. 10They cried out in a loud voice, saying, “Salvation belongs to our God who is 
seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!” 13Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed in 
white, and where have they come from?” 14I said to him, “Sir, you are the one that knows.” Then he said to me, 
“These are they who have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them white in the 
blood of the Lamb.  
 
Questions for Reflection 
• How have you experienced the waters of baptism rejuvenating your life and your church? 
• Does the font in your congregation sit in a central place? What might this say about the role of baptism in forming 

us throughout our lives? 
• What spiritual practices help you feel connected to the assembly of saints? How might their witness reveal what 

God intends for this world? 
 
Prayer 
Rejuvenating God, you gather the saints of every time and place around the life-giving waters that flow from your 
glory. Keep us in your presence and revive our lives together, so that we might be aware of how the crashing waves of 
your grace are transforming this world. In the name of the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. 
Amen 

Lent 5:  

Well of Forgiveness, 

You Revive and Uphold US 
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