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First Sunday in Advent 
November 29, 2020 

Text:  Mark 13:24-37 
Theme:  We know who is coming so stay awake!  

 “In those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened .. . and the powers in 

heavens will be shaken.”  After the suffering?? We are still in the midst of suffering that is 

soaring because of this pandemic precisely at a time when all people want to do is gather with 

friends and family after months, months of restrictions.  And we hear that after the suffering, 

we still have more to face?  “Therefore, keep awake – for you do not know when the master of 

the house will come . . . “ You are right – we don’t know when things will get better or how 

much worse they will get before they get better.  We are staying awake – with many sleepless 

nights worried and fearful.  We don’t need to be told to keep awake.  What we need is to be 

able to fall asleep and just rest – just rest from dealing with everything that has come at us in 

these months.  How is this gospel good news for us in these days? 

 This is the gospel for the first Sunday of Advent – which is always focused not on Christ’s 

first coming at Christmas, but on Christ’s second coming at the end of times, often referred to 

as apocalyptic literature.  Apocalyptic literature (prophecies about the total destruction at the 

end times) comes out of times of great crisis, where it does indeed seem like the world is 

ending.  In the gospel of Mark, the great crisis was the destruction of the temple in Jerusalem 

around 70 CE.  The temple was where God resided.  So with its destruction, where was God?  

How could God have allowed such a thing to happen?  This crisis called the people’s faith and 

whole way of life into question.   While we may not describe the crisis we are in today with this 

pandemic in quite the same way – there is no doubt that this crisis has caused us to rethink so 

much of what we do, including how we worship God, how we love our neighbor, what is the 

safe, right thing to do.   

 What word do we need to hear in our crisis?  The same word that community of Mark 

needed to hear – in the midst of what appears to be the end of the world, the destruction of 

the familiar and normal ways of doing things – Christ is coming.  The people may not know 

what is coming next, but they know who is coming.  And because of that promise, they can stay 
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awake, watch and work as they wait for the fulfillment of this promise.  And that is the same 

word we need to hear today – We know who is come so stay awake! 

 The season of Advent is meant to be about hope which is why we now use blue candles 

in the Advent wreath rather than purple and pink.  Blue is a color of hope.  Well, I don’t know 

about you but it has been hard to be hopeful in these days.  I vacillate between watching the 

news, wanting to stay informed about what is happening in the country and in the world and 

needing to turn it off because I just can’t listen anymore.  I have found myself so utterly 

discouraged and even close to despondent at times as I hear not just about the rising Covid 19 

cases, but the way we are still do divided and fighting with one another about how best to 

respond.  In times of crisis when people should rally together to care for one another, we seem 

even further apart.  We can’t even agree on “facts.”  We are eights months into this pandemic 

and things are worse now then they have ever been.  Where is the hope?   

Vaccines that will hopefully be approved soon?  I certainly don’t want to minimize the 

incredible good news of having such effective vaccines developed so quickly. But there is still 

the question of whether the majority of people will take the vaccines and the bigger question is 

- will vaccines heal the brokenness in our lives and in our country? We need something more.  

We need God to tear open the heavens and come down!  We need God to come with all of 

God’s power of healing and restoration, forgiveness and grace, mercy and love.  And the 

promise we hear this day is the Son of Man (Christ, Emmanuel – God with us) is coming with 

great power and glory.   

Apocalyptic literature in Scripture is not meant to scare people, to paint a doomsday 

picture that dashes any hope of things getting better.  Rather apocalyptic literature was written 

to give people hope – not hope that things will get better, but hope that things will be made 

new.  For while the world is falling apart – something that is incredibly frightening because how 

do you fix what is falling apart – God is coming into the mess (messes that we often contribute 

to making) to make something new.   We may not know when that will happen.  We may not 

know what the new will be like.  But we do know the who of what will happen – Christ – and 

because of that reality, we can not only have hope but we can continue to engage in these 

world wide awake! 
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It would be easy in these days to just shut our eyes to what is happening, to disengage, 

retreat from it, pull the covers over our head and just go to sleep.  I just want to hunker down 

and let the rest of the world spin out of control.  What can I do about anyway?  In her 

commentary on Working Preaching, Courtney Buggs asked some provocative questions:  What 

is at stake when we sleep or allow our senses to become dull during times of crises?  Who is at 

risk when God’s people slip into spiritual slumber?  What is the cost for sleeping when the call is 

to see, to remain awake, and to work?   

We know that Christ is coming so we are called to see  - to see what is going on in our 

own hearts, to see our neighbors our hurting, to not ignore facts, but see where people are 

struggling, to see that our words and actions make a difference, to see hope even as see the 

realities of the crisis.  We know that Christ is coming so we are called to remain awake.  I know 

that we are all tired – how long is this going to last? Don’t we all just need a break!  But this 

world still needs us to be engaged, to pay attention to those who have fallen through the cracks 

or are being ignored, to not be distracted by all the rhetoric but stay sharp, on our toes, 

speaking the truth and power of love.  We know that is Christ is coming so we are called to 

work – to work in this reign of God which is already breaking into our world even as we are still 

waiting for it to fully come.  If this crisis has revealed nothing else – it has shown us that we 

have a lot of work to do as communities and as a nation.   

Waiting, waiting with so much unknown is incredibly hard.  It is hard because we are not 

in control.  When we are not in control, it is easy to let the anxiety and fear overwhelm us.  But 

as people of faith we are called to do the waiting of this season, not with fear, but hope, 

trusting the promise that Christ is coming and in fact, is already here.  As people of faith we are 

called to as Mark Allan Powell writes “wait impatiently for the consummation of hope, longing 

to know God fully as we have been known; to see no longer through a dark pane, but face to 

face; to love as we have been loved; to experience Jesus Christ as he is and in so doing to 

become like him.”   

This crisis will eventually pass.  We will get through it.  That doesn’t mean we will be 

going back to the way things were.  Honestly, I pray that doesn’t happen because the way 

things have been was not good for many people, those that have been the most vulnerable in 
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our society.  I pray that something new does indeed come out of this crisis.  But my hope is not 

in us to change.  My hope is in Christ whose word does not pass away but continues to call us to 

life and love, to justice and mercy, to a new way of being.   So let us keep awake this season to 

see the one coming, coming into our hearts and lives.  Amen  

  


