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Baltimore Orioles have delighted us this spring  as they have returned to our farm near Topeka as they have in the past 

from their winter home in Mexico.  In a lot of ways, it has been a very unusual March-May 2020.  We’ve seen more 

wildlife at our farm because we have stayed at home more, driven less, missed being in our church building for 

worship, missed hugging and greeting our family and friends,  worn masks in public, followed social distancing rules, 

etc.  Life has been interrupted!  

60 Minutes last night had a program, ”What will be the new normal be after the 

Coronavirus pandemic?  History shows the aftermath of plagues have brought about 

radical transformations for societies.  So what changes could come in the aftermath 

of COVID-19?” 

The earth is still in distress.  Reduced traffic has revealed the improved quality of the 

air we breathe around the world.  We’ve developed greater appreciation for health-

care workers, food suppliers and processors, manufacturers of critical equipment and 

supplies.  Greater appreciation also for our Pastors and staff as we have missed in-

person Holy Week and Easter services.  We have also missed singing hymns, sharing 

Holy Communion, and worshiping together. 

We need healing and restoration.  In the Liturgy For Earthkeeping the Communion 

Song “Healer,” the chorus, “Healer, healer, come and heal this world” reminds us of 

one of our favorite hymns by Marty Haugen.  He wrote “Healer of Our Every Ill” 

during the winter of 1985-1986.  During this time, his family was staying at Holden Village, a retreat center in the 

beautiful Cascade Mountains of Washington State.  Then on January 28, 1986, the space shuttle Challenger, crashed 

shortly after takeoff.  According to Haugen:  In addition to the loss of seven astronauts, this crash was a symbolic loss 

for Americans. When we got some information, we held a service in the evening together, and “Healer of our Every Ill” 

was written as an expression for our community to grieve together (Daw, 2016,795, quoting Westermeyer, 2010,451). 

Refrain:  Healer of our every ill, light of each tomorrow, give us peace beyond our fear, and hope beyond our sorrow.  

You who know our fears and sadness, grace us with your peace and gladness;  

 Spirit of all comfort, fill our hearts. Refrain 

In the pain and joy beholding how your grace is still unfolding, give us all your vision, God of love.  Refrain 

Give us strength to love each other, ev’ry sister, ev’ry brother; Spirit of all kindness, be our guide.  Refrain 

You who know each thought and feeling, teach us all your way of healing;  

 Spirit of compassion, fill each heart.  Refrain 

Please Lord give us hope.  With your help we can heal our world, our relationships, and our lives.   

In prayer, help us to love you God, our world and our neighbors.  Amen 


